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EEBO:	  Early	  English	  Books	  Online	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Machines	  can’t	  read	  this	  text	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  CreaIng	  Searchable	  Text	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Why?	  Three	  major	  FuncIons	  	  
•  Search:	  depends	  on	  accuracy	  at	  the	  character,	  
word	  and	  phrase	  level	  
•  “Distant	  reading”:	  depends	  on	  some	  measure	  
of	  accuracy,	  but	  mostly	  a	  huge	  sample	  size	  
generated	  from	  a	  known	  corpus	  
•  Electronic	  text	  edi6on,	  legible	  in	  absence	  of	  
page	  images:	  depends	  on	  accuracy,	  
completeness,	  and	  sensible	  structure	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What	  can	  one	  do	  with	  it?	  	  
Create	  a	  digital	  ediIon	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What	  can	  one	  do	  with	  it?	  	  
Build	  a	  digital	  hub/collecIon	  around	  a	  certain	  theme	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What	  can	  one	  do	  with	  it?	  	  
Digital	  humaniIes/text	  analysis	  projects	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What	  else	  can	  you	  do	  with	  it?	  	  
•  Have	  students	  produce	  ediIons	  or	  do	  other	  
assignments	  
•  Request	  texts	  to	  be	  keyed	  
•  Request	  raw	  files	  for	  one	  or	  many	  texts	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Thank	  you!	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